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SHUFFLE : Pledge dollars for scholars on September 29 
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Back to school with a windfall: Journalism student Awakhiwe Diodlo went to her first football game 
— and won the equivalent of a tuition waiver. She received the special promotional prize from Athletics Director 
Katie Sheahan (left) and Danny Kane, of the Bookstore. The raffle at the Homecoming football game on Sept. 8 
was an effort to get more students into the stands. More than 4,000 fans watched the Stingers win 18-15 against 
the Université de Sherbrooke Vert et Or. Also part of Homecoming 2006 was the Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture, 
given Sept. 7 by child rights activist Craig Kielburger. 





The Journal welcomes your news 


Happy “new year” from the staff 
of the Concordia Journal. 

During the 2006-07 academic 
year, we look forward to bring- 
ing you more articles about 
research and artistic work, 
debates over issues and policies, 
and stories reflecting the inge- 
nuity and enthusiasm of 
Concordians. 

This year, you can expect spe- 
cial sections providing more 
depth than a single article. On 
Sept. 28, we'll bring you four 
pages on teaching at the univer- 
sity. In October, there will be a 
supplement on our internation- 
al initiatives. Next term we'll 


look at research and sustain- 
ability. 

You will also notice more 
design changes and some new 
features as the look and content 
of the Journal and the online 
Journal (cjournal.concordia.ca/) 
continue to evolve. 

We're making more space in 
the paper for stories and photos 
by rethinking the “What’s On” 
listings of coming events and 
referring readers to the regularly 
updated listings on News@ 
Concordia (news.concordia.ca). 
The unclassified section 
remains in the paper. 

As always, your notices, ideas 


and comments are welcome; 
indeed, the Journal wouldn't sur- 
vive without them. If you're 
involved in work you want the 
rest of Concordia to know about, 
you can reach us_ at 
cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca. 

The Journal is published every 
second Thursday during both 
school terms. Every department 
should receive several copies of 
the paper by internal mail. If you 
don't, contact the Mail Room. 
There are also distribution bas- 
kets in key buildings on both 
campuses. 

Have a great year! 

BARBARA BLACK 
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Combining art practice 


A message from the President 
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25 schools 
skip Maclean's 


BARBARA BLACK 


After 16 years, a frustrating task 
has come to an end. Concordia 
staff who prepare data for 
Maclean’s annual rankings of 
Canadian universities estimate 
that it took them about 42 per- 
son-days, worth between $12,000 
and $15,000 annually, to meet the 
magazine's demands. 

The University of Toronto fired 
a shot across the bow of 
Maclean's on Aug. 14 when it led a 
revolt of 11 universities against 
the rankings. Since then, 14 oth- 
ers, including Concordia, have 
bolted. That leaves 22 who have 
not — yet. 

In a letter to the managing edi- 
tor of the special issue, the U of T, 
which has been consistently 
ranked at or near the top, sum- 
marized longstanding objections 
to the way the survey is done. 

While the letter signed by the 
11 university presidents praises 
Maclean’ for its editorial cover- 
age of postsecondary education, 
it says the rankings are mislead- 
ing because the data are “com- 
piled in ways that we regard as 
over-simplified and arbitrary” 

Typically, Macleans combines 
information across a range of 
categories into a single ranking 
number. “Consider how such an 
approach might pervert one’s 
understanding of a general hos- 
pital that is ranked #1 in obstet- 
rics and #10 in cancer care, the U 
of T letter said. 

The weighting of “variables” 
used to assess students’ universi- 
ty experience were judged to be 
of questionable validity, and the 
presidents noted the low 
response rate to surveys 
Maclean’ relies on to rank uni- 
versities’ reputations. 


Concordia’s president, Claude 
Lajeunesse, wrote his own letter 
to Maclean’s on Aug. 29 in which 
he said that over the years that 
Concordia has participated, its 
objections and suggestions had 
fallen on deaf ears. 

Lajeunesse said Maclean’ fails 
to take account of Concordia's 
specific context as an English-lan- 
guage institution in Quebec, and 
he questioned the way reputa- 
tional data is collected and 
assessed, 

Many universities have grum- 
bled about the time and effort 
involved in providing Maclean's 
with the data it wants when it 
wants it. 

Director 


of Institutional 


Planning Brad Tucker and 
Assistant Director Cameron 
Tilson, who oversaw. the 


Maclean’s dossier, denied that 
this process was of any benefit to 
Concordia. 

“We had begun a much more 
comprehensive process of collect- 
ing and reporting internal and 
comparative data, quite inde- 
pendent of Macleans; Tilson said. 

So far, Concordia and the 
Université de Montréal are the 
only Quebec universities to with- 
draw in this latest wave of pull- 
outs, but other French-language 
universities have expressed dis- 
satisfaction in the past, and have 
not always taken part. 

For example, the Université du 
Québec a Montréal has not par- 
ticipated in the rankings since 
1999, 

As for Maclean’, the editor 
says the annual rankings will 
continue, and information on the 
non-participating schools will be 
gathered from other sources, The 
2006 rankings issue is due in 
early November. 
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New certificate mixes (graduate) work with play 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Montreal is an international hub 
in computer game and 3D graph- 
ics/animation development. The 
Cité Multimédia, which stretches 
east and south from Place 
Bonaventure, now houses more 
than 60 firms. Other companies, 
like UbiSoft Entertainment, which 
developed the best-selling Rain- 
bow Six and Splinter Cell games 
based on Tom Clancy's novels, 
have major offices in the city. 

The industry grosses billions of 
dollars each year. A single hit 
game, such as Blizzard Enter-tain- 
ment’s massively multiplayer 
online role-playing game 
(MMORPG) World of Warcraft, can 
result in spectacular returns: with 
five million plus subscribers 
worldwide, the game brings in 
about $100 million (Cdn) each 
month in user fees alone. 

This kind of success doesn't 
come cheap. It requires huge ini- 
tial investments in time, money 
and expertise, and in the case of 
MMORPGs, ongoing investment 
in technical and game playing 
expansion to keep subscribers 
hooked. 

With stakes this high, said 
Rachida Dssouli, Director of the 
Concordia Institute for Inform- 


nny 


Gamers are dedicated enough to play any time, anywhere. New games 





and expansion packs are always eagerly anticipated. 


ation Systems Engineering 
(CIISE), “industry leaders here 
only look for the best and bright- 
est. The students coming out of 
our programs are already great 
software developers, but some- 
times they need a bit more indus- 
try-specific knowledge” 

To meet this need, CIISE, in 





Researchers spend the 


DAWN WISEMAN 


With generally reduced teaching 
loads and good weather, summer is 
the perfect time for conferences 
and workshops. Here is a sampling 
from the past summer. 

Fungi and trees 
The Canadian Botanical Associ- 
ation held its 42nd annual meet- 
ing June 26 to 29. About 150 pro- 
fessors, researchers, teachers 
and students from across 
Canada and the United States 
attended the event to discuss the 
latest in plant biology. Organizer 
Selvadurai Dayanandan (Biology) 
said highlights were the four 
extended symposia on Teaching, 
Ethno-botany, Commercially 
Harvested Forest Mushrooms 
and Plant Architecture and 
Biomechanics. 

Also of interest was the 
Weresub Lecture, given by Dr. 
André Fortin (Université Laval). 
His talk on ectomycorrhizal (a 
root-based tree fungus) under- 
lined its economic importance to 
the forestry industry. 


“The fungus has a symbiotic 
relationship with the trees, 
explained Dayanandan. By form- 
ing a sheath around the root tips 
of a plant, fungi absorb carbon 
and other essential substances 
from the tree. In return they act 
like an extended root system for 
the plant, absorbing substances 
required for growth. 

Want to know a secret? 
From Aug. 16 - 18, the 13th 
Annual Workshop on Selected 
Areas in Cryptography was host- 
ed by the Concordia Institute for 
Information Systems Engineer- 
ing (CIISE) in cooperation with 
the International Association for 
Cryptological Research (IACR). 
Amr Youssef (CIISE) co-chaired 
the event with Eli Biham from 
Technion, Israel Institute of 
Technology. More than 70 
researchers from 20 countries 
participated. 

With their interest in informa- 
tion security, delegates listened 
keenly to Adi Shamir’s (Weiz- 
mann Institute, Israel) talk on 
side channel attacks. This rela- 


cooperation with the Depart- 
ment of Computer Science, is now 
offering a 16-credit graduate cer- 
tificate in 3D Graphics and Game 
Development. 

Abdessamad Ben Hamza and 
Nizar Bouguila are two of several 
young faculty members whose 
research and teaching interests 
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include computer gaming. They 
said the certificate is designed to 
provide students with skills the 
local market needs: the ability to 
create of 3D models and textures, 
and an overall understanding of 
commercial video game develop- 
ment. It is open to students with a 
Bachelor of Engineering or 
Computer Science, but they 
added, “given the interdisciplinar- 
ity of the gaming industry, we will 
consider Fine Arts graduates who 
have the necessary programming 
background” 

The certificate can be complet- 
ed in one year. Students start with 
a course on video game technolo- 
gy and development that looks at 
the history of gaming (remember 
Pong?) and combines theoretical 
understanding of game play with 
hands-on components. They are 
also introduced to open-source 
software that allows for the devel- 
opment of complex graphics that 
run equally well on a game con- 
sole, a handheld device or a desk- 
top PC. By the end of the term, 
they will have created their first 
video game, Ben Hamza said. 

While artistry and storytelling 
are an essential part of game 
development, the new certificate 
focuses on the technical aspects of 
the creative process. 


“There are two kinds of profes- 
sionals in the gaming industry; 
said Ben Hamza, “the artistic peo- 
ple who develop the visual models 
for the games elements, and the 
technical people who add the 
foundations on which the models 
are overlaid — and all the action’ 

In the final product the ele- 
ments must blend seamlessly, so 
development is “a team-based 
process. Over time, CIISE hopes 
to provide students with a real 
understanding of that process by 
integrating internships with the 
course work. Ben Hamza and 
Bouguila have already spoken to 
one company that is “very inter- 
ested in hiring students” 

With the 3D video game market 
booming, graduates can expect 
excellent career prospects. At the 
same time, the skills they acquire 
can be applied in a number of 
other fields. “Medical imaging 
companies, in particular, require 
3D graphics programmers, Ben 
Hamza said. Their skills are also in 
high demand in animation firms 
and anywhere computer simula- 
tions are used. 

For more information about the 
program, go to the CIISE web site, 
www.ciise.concordia.ca/content/pr 
ogram/3D-Graphics- 
Certificate.html 


summer on plants and sun and spies 


tively new method of gaining 
access to encrypted information 
focuses on physical (as opposed 
to mathematical) weaknesses in 
computer systems. 

High-level hackers can use 
things such as power consump- 
tion, electromagnetic leaks or even 
sound to gather information that 
can be exploited to break systems. 
According to Youssef, side channel 
attacks are of great concern 
because of the vulnerability of 
some key systems, “They can break 
specific implementations of the 
Advanced Encryption Standard 
(AES)? which is currently used by 
the US government. 

Here comes the sun 
Solar technologies were the focus 
of the 31st Annual Conference of 
the Solar Energy Society of Canada, 
held Aug. 20 to 24. It was also the 
first conference of the Canadian 
Solar Buildings Research Network 
(SBRN), headed by Andreas 
Athienitis (Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering), and 
many of the presentations focused 
on applications related to build- 


ings. Over 200 participants made it 
the largest Canadian solar energy 
meeting held in the last 20 years. 
SBRN Network Manager Meli 
Stylianou said delegates appreciat- 
ed the opportunity to visit 
Concordias Solar House, The 
Northern Light, on the Loyola 
Campus. “As an ongoing project to 
measure the efficacy of solar tech- 
nologies, the house is unique” 
Alouette Homes, the company 
that built the structure in collabo- 
ration with a team of Concordia 
students is, as a direct result of 
their experience on that project, 
entering a CMHC competition to 
develop a new generation of homes 
which have net zero electricity use. 
Home owners who use alterna- 
tive energy, like solar, will be able to 
sell their daytime surplus to power 
companies and buy it back at night 
at the same price, thereby solving a 
storage problem associated with 
small-scale energy production. 
If you build it... 
Beginning Aug. 27, the Third 
International Building Physics 
Conference brought together 170 


international delegates to focus on 
emerging issues related to built 
environments. As a multidiscipli- 
nary field, building physics 
includes the study of heat and air 
flow, acoustics, indoor air quality, 
comfort, energy use, design, 
development and _ sustainable 
construction. 

Conference chair Paul Fazio 
(Building, Civil and Environmen- 
tal Engineering), outlined steps 
that building engineers and physi- 
cists should pursue to promote 
sustainability and reduce global 
warming. In his view, the key is a 
holistic approach to building 
design, construction and life cycle 
which treats built environments 
and their surroundings as com- 
plete systems. 

“The indoor environment 
comes at a cost to the outdoor 
environment which is particular- 
ly great when building perform- 
ance is poor and inefficient. 
Without looking at the compo- 
nents as a whole, performance 
will be determined by the weak- 
est element in the system” 


Composer crosses 
borders, disciplines 


Sandeep Bhagwati settles down after a 
nomadic career throughout Europe 


KAREN HERLAND 


Each artistic discipline develops 
a tradition that dictates the cre- 
ation of new works, but in an 
increasingly global and digital 
culture those distinctions are 
becoming blurred. 

At least, that is the assertion of 
Sandeep Bhagwati, who has just 
been named Canada Research 
Chair (CRC) in Inter-X Art 
Practice and Theory. 

Bhagwati is intrigued by what 
might happen if you mix differ- 
ent art forms. He would like to 
develop “a critical apparatus for 
intermedia, interactive, intercul- 
tural forms of art and ways of 
analyzing it that are satisfactory. 
Ideally, he hopes to shepherd a 
collaborative process where art 
forms blend, are analyzed and 
redeveloped. 

When the call to fill the CRC 
position went out, Bhagwati hes- 
itated, since the call was for a 
visual artist and Bhagwati is a 
composer. However, he contact- 
ed the search committee and 
was encouraged to apply. He's 
thrilled with the opportunity to 
have an institution back the 
work he had been doing on a 
freelance basis. 

“I was looking around the 
world for an institution that 
would have the drive and vision 
for this sort of project.” 

Bhagwati’s background sug- 
gests that crossing boundaries 
would come easily to him. He 
was born in India, where his 
father is from, and moved to his 
mother’s Germany as a child. In 
addition to music, he has also 
tried his hand at literature, “I 
write in both English and 
German. Essays are easier in 
English, poetry in German’ 

He had no music training until 
he turned 16. Before that, he 
excelled in maths and physics. 
“Usually, by the time you finish 
school, the teachers have 
defined you.” But that was not 
the case for him, and he was able 
to reinvent himself. 

Refusing categorization is 
something that he has contin- 
ued to cultivate. He has worked 
with dancers, designers, theatre 
people and filmmakers. “The 


Sandeep Bhagwati found the drive and vision at Concordia for his creative 
and artistic exploration as a Canada Research Chair. 


work was real collaboration. We 
would develop an idea together, 
and then try to make it happen” 

Coming to Canada is a new 
adventure for Bhagwati, who has 
been based in Europe. In fact, 
during the late 1990s, he lived a 
nomadic existence, primarily 
out of his car, as he worked as 
composer-in-residence and fel- 
low for programs including the 
ZKM Center for Art and Media 
Technology in Karlsruhe (1998/ 
99) and IRCAM (97/98). He also 
founded two interdisciplinary 
festivals, one in 1992, the other a 
decade later. 

Bhagwati will teach courses in 
both music and theatre. This 
spring, he will produce 
Per/son/alia, a show for eight 
actors and eight composers. 
“The composers will follow the 
actors around in their everyday 
lives (as a documentary film- 
maker would) and create sound- 
scapes especially for each per- 
former.’ This blend of music, per- 





formance and film traditions is 
typical of the his research. 

. In addition to the Tier 2 CRC 
position, Bhagwati has been 
given nearly $50,000 through 
Canada Foundation for 
Innovation to found the MATRA, 
(Movement/Media/Music) (Art) 
(Theatre/Theory) (Research) 
(Agency) lab. 

He sees the lab as an opportu- 
nity for academic and independ- 
ent arts researchers and grad 
students to discuss and show- 
case their work. He would like 
the project to function both as a 
scientific lab does, where 
researchers can exchange ideas, 


_and as a production lab and 


resource centre, where others 
could take advantage of the 
ideas and resources available. 

“Research is often closely 
guarded by those who develop 
it” Bhagwati said. In contrast, he 
would like those affiliated with 
MATRA to “open up their 
research to the world” 
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ACCOLADES 


Constance Classen, Concordia MA in the philosophy of religion 
and a lecturer in sociology and anthropology at Loyola International 
College from 1998 to 2005, is a visiting scholar this year at the 
Canadian Centre for Architecture. She will pursue a residency on 
“Beckford and Fonthill: Creating a Palace of the Senses; William 
Beckford (1760-1844) was an English novelist, art critic, collector 
and builder. 


™~os- 


Rick Molz (Management) gave a paper at the Academy of 
Management of Professional Development Workshop in Atlanta, 
Georgia, titled “Doing Business in Developing Countries: The 
Uneasy Interaction Between Local Institutional and Global 
Economic Dynamics’ He presented a paper at the European Group 
for Organization Studies meeting in Norway, and at other institu- 
tions, papers co-authored with graduate students Patrick Tarraf, 
Carol Ann Tetrault Sirsly and Wissam Al-Hussaini. 


~o 


Murray Sang (Continuing Education) will serve a three-year term 
on a provincial committee on adult education. The 15-member body 
is run by the Conseil supérieur de l'éducation and provides advice to 
the Ministére de l'éducation. 


~o-o 


Peter Stoett (Political Science) presented a paper May 19 on 
“Global Warming, Kyoto, and the Conservatives: Thinking/Moving 
Ahead” at a conference on global warming sponsored by the 
Woodrow Wilson Centre for International Scholars and the 
Canadian Embassy in Washington. He spent June in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, teaching a course on environmental security at the United 
Nations University for Peace as part of a program offered to gradu- 
ate students. 


“Qo 


Sociologist Greg Nielsen, 
Director of the Centre for 
Broadcasting Studies, has been 
named the inaugural Fulbright 
Visiting Research Chair in 
Journalism at New York 
University. Through an analysis 
of newspapers in New York and 
Montreal, he will examine how 
journalists and others dispute 
such subjects as poverty, immi- 
gration and multiculturalism. 


~oe-o 


Elaine Arsenault (Counselling and Development) is taking a leave 
of absence from the university to pursue her writing for children. 
The Gypsy’s Box, for children 10 to 12, will be turned into a six-part 
series by publishers Dominique et Co. The third book in her 
Passepoil series, aimed at children aged four to six, will be out this 
month. 


~Qo 


Walter de Gruyter published an article by Michel Despland 
(Religion) aimed at a Muslim audience, titled “Women and 
Christianity” A translation in Indonesian is also published at 
Yogyakarta. The title of the English collection is Religious Harmony: 
Problems, Practice and Education. 


~Qo 


Dance student Milan Gervais won a Frankie at the Montreal Fringe 
Festival for Best Dance Choreography, as seen in Le sixiéme s'est 
envolé. His prize is rehearsal time and a production this season at 
Studio 303. 


Another student in Contemporary Dance, Dana Michel, was 
favourably noted on Aug. 15 by the Globe and Mail’s reviewer when 
she performed in the Toronto International Dance Festival. Another 
publication, The Dance Current, said “her dances are gripping to 
watch and choreographically extraordinary: 
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Louise Dandurand named to 
new Vice-Presidential position 


President Claude Lajeunesse has 
announced the appointment of 
Louise Dandurand as Vice- 
President, Research and 
Graduate Studies, for a five-year 
term. 
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Dandurand has been president 
and CEO of the Fonds québécois 
de la recherche sur la société et la 
culture (FQRSC) since 2001. 

She began her career in the 
Political Science Department at 
the University of Ottawa. After 
teaching for five years, she was 
appointed Director of Policy and 
Planning at the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC), and 
subsequently Secretary-General 
of the Social Sciences and 





Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRC). 

In 1997, she was appointed 
Vice-Rector, Strategic and 
Financial Planning, at the 
Université du Québec 4 Montréal 
(UQAM). The following year, she 
became the Vice-Rector of 
Research, Creation and Planning 
at the same university. 

“Throughout her rich and var- 
ied career, Louise Dandurand has 
built a stellar reputation as a ded- 
icated advocate of university 
research and graduate studies. 
She has shown that they are 
motors of social, cultural and 
economic development,” 
Lajeunesse said. “Concordia is 
honoured to have someone of her 
stature to lead our research 


development,’ 
Dandurand holds a PhD in 
Political Science from the 


University of Toronto. She has 
been on a number of boards and 
committees, including the 
Quebec Council for Science and 
Technology and Valorisation 
Recherche Québec, and has also 
been active internationally. 

Welcome to Concordia, Vice- 
President Dandurand. 


Board elects new members 


At the June 18 meeting of the 
Board of Governors, Sister 
Frangoise Boisvert, Andrew T. 
Molson and Danny Di Perna were 
elected and George Hanna, Ivan 
Velan and Lillian Vineberg were 
re-elected to the Corporation of 
Concordia University for three- 
year terms. All represent the com- 
munity at large. 

Sister Francoise Boisvert is 
Director-General of Mariano-polis 
College. Andrew Molson is Vice- 
Chairman, Legal Affairs and 


Public Relations. Danny Di Perna 
is Vice-President, Operations, 
Pratt & Whitney Canada. 

In recognition of his outstand- 
ing service, the Board awarded 





the title of Chancellor Emeritus to | 
Eric H. Molson and appointed | 


him a member of the Associates 
of the Chancellor and a lifetime 
member of the Corporation. Mr. 
Molson became Chancellor in 
1993, and was recently succeeded 
by David O'Brien. 


Sports Hall of Fame banquet 


On Sept. 9, about 150 alumni, stu- 
dents, friends and family wel- 
comed some outstanding varsity 
athletes of the past into the 
Concordia Sports Hall of Fame. 
The latest inductees were the 
late Warren Montabone, a Loyola 
attendee way back in 1928, a 
track and field standout and 
Canadian hurdles record holder; 
Tom Brethel, a Sir George 
Williams University attendee 
from 1975, a star men’s basketball 
guard; Patricia Chiara, BA 76, 
GrDip 79, who excelled at both 


basketball and hockey; Mark 
Shewchuk, attendee, 1976, a 
hockey champion player; Wally 
Smith, BSc 77, outstanding soc- 
cer goaltender. 


Also inducted were the 1968 | 


Loyola Warriors football team, 
who went undefeated in the 
Eastern Division of the Central 
Canada Intercollegiate Football 
Conference, and the 1976-77 
Concordia Stingers women's bas- 
ketball team, who went undefeat- 
ed en route to their Quebec 
championship. 


Welcome from the President 


This is truly an exciting time to be 
at Concordia. 

Each of our faculties can point 
with pride to major achievements 
last year — like the growth of our 
research profile, our $6-million 
solar energy research network, 
partnerships like Hexagram and 
our students’ win at the John 
Molson International MBA Case 
Competition. 

Concordia students were trend- 
setters, too, organizing a dynamic 
Orientation, running the Art 
Matters festival, leading our sus- 
tainability efforts and contribut- 
ing to Katrina hurricane relief. 

Last year we installed our new 
Chancellor, David P. O’Brien (L BA 
62), and named our first Vice- 
President, Research & Graduate 
Studies, Louise Dandurand. We 
expanded our international role, 
increased inter-faculty initiatives, 
created 13 research chairs, and 
secured funding for our new busi- 
ness school. 

We developed a project to 





OLOHd 3114 


address the needs of students who 
might otherwise fall through the 
cracks academically and took 
steps to increase residential space 
and create a dedicated student 
centre. We will be improving cam- 
pus life through the revitalization 
of recreation and athletic facilities 
on both campuses. 

We have reinforced our public 
profile, and laid the groundwork 
for the next major fundraising 
campaign. A major reputation 
study is giving us the data we need 
to further inform our academic 
plan and build our public profile 


still higher. 

Key areas we will develcp in the 
coming months include meeting 
our tenure track hiring goals, FTE 
and graduate student targets and 
taking full advantage of our young 
research talent and new funding 
possibilities. We will continue to 
encourage vigorous participation 
in the social, economic, artistic 
and professional life of the wider 
community, and strengthen our 
relationships with government, 
friends, and funding and research 
organizations. 

Most important, we will contin- 
ue to build on a solid academic 
foundation to become a leading 
Canadian university. 

I wish you all a stimulating and 
productive academic year. Your 
feedback is always welcome. 

CLAUDE LAJEUNESSE, PRESIDENT 


Full Message: www.concor- 
dia.ca/newsletters/20060912. 
html?message ID=20060912 


Students REACH for new understanding 


Although normally used by 
Communications students, the stu- 
dios were invaded this summer by 
over a dozen young campers with 
REACH! (Recherche et Expérimen- 


| tation par Activités Concrétes et 
Corporate Secretary, of National | 


Heuristiques). The science discov- 
ery camp co-created by Concordia 
and McGill Engineer-ing students 
back in 1989 to introduce young 
people to the fun of science. 

The program is co-directed by 
students from both universities. 





Students in grades 7-9 attended one 
of three different sessions at Loyola 
under the direction of Joseph 
Michael Liu. 

“I really love doing this, and it’s 
related to my field’ said Liu. He 
helped hire the student counsellors 
and managed donations from cor- 
porate and academic sponsors. 

This year Cyber Surfers intro- 
duced campers to computer ani- 
mation, sound recording, TV pro- 
duction and digital experiments. 
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A group of campers watch as Technical Instructor Mike Smart demon- 
strates the blue screen technology available in the basement TV studios 
of the CJ Building. 





Over the summer, campers also 
explored robotics and electronics or 
science and nature. 

“We try to add something new 
every year, in addition to favourites 
like the bridge-building competi- 
tion, or the egg drop,’ in which stu- 
dents build a structure intended to 
protect an egg in a fall. 
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Sustainability goes academic 


DAWN WISEMAN 





Sustainability is the capacity to 
meet the needs of the present — 
social, economic and ecological 
— without compromising those of 
the future. As a field of academic 
endeavour, it’s all about the study 
of complex systems and their 
interactions. 

Sustainability can be examined 


from about as many different 
angles as there are departments at 
Concordia, but as Pascale Biron, 
Graduate Program Director 
(Geography, Urban Planning and 
Environment) pointed out, it is 
often seen from one of two view- 
points — economics or ecology. 

As an example, she offered the 
hotly contested development at 
Mount Orford. The rhetoric 
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around the project is all about sus- 
tainability, but “it’s economic sus- 
tainability. The region needs a 
boost, and the provincial govern- 
ment thinks enhanced tourist 
facilities are part of the answer. 
Current plans are for two hotels, 
high-end condos, boutiques and 
restaurants, The park would be 
expanded either through pur- 
chase or expropriation of a tract of 
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The Northern Light is the net-zero-energy-consumption display home constructed by a team under Andreas 
Athienitis, who heads the Canadian Solar Buildings Research Network (SBRN) (see p. 2). The award-winning home 


is located on the Loyola campus. 


land equivalent to what will be 
given over to development. 
However, Biron said, “It isn’t an 
equivalent replacement. The 
ecosystems on the mountain and 
the proposed replacement land 
are completely different.” 

As someone whose passion is 
river systems, Biron concedes her 
perspective may skew to the other 
end of the spectrum, and 
acknowledged “just because a 
region contains a working ecosys- 
tem doesn't mean the region is 
healthy. We need to stop putting 
the economy and the environ- 
ment in opposition. That requires 
different thinking, initiative and a 
move away from established 
thought’ 

Different thinking is exactly 
what Lindsay Cole and Geneva 
Guerin are hoping to facilitate. “We 
think sustainability is about trying 
to find a whole; Cole said. “It’s not 
about any single socio-economic 
or ecological approach or issue. 
These things are all interrelated 
and you can't pull them apart” 

Cole and Guerin are team- 
teaching three new courses on 
sustainability in Continuing 
Education through the Institute 
for Management and Commun-ity 
Development. The courses are 
designed to help people explore 
sustainability in order to deter- 


mine how personal action can 
make an impact. 

“It's a balance between reflec- 
tive academic roles and the actual 
application of ideas and values. 
We don't believe sustainability is 
something you just examine intel- 
lectually’ 

Biron’s new MSc in Geography, 
Urban and Environmental Studies 
also encourages this kind of 
applied exploration. 

“As a multi-disciplinary program 
looking at natural, social and built 
landscapes, were always talking 
about human beings and their 
relationships with these environ- 
ments.’ She believes as the pro- 
gram grows sustainability will play 
a significant role in graduate work. 

“Unless you're in the world’s 
remotest regions, human beings 
are around, and we affect our envi- 
ronment. If we are going to be sus- 
tained, we have to understand the 
complexities better. 

Information regarding the MSc 
in Geography, Urban and 
Environmental Studies is at 
gpe.concordia.ca/msc/MSc.html or 
contact Annie Pollock, pollock@ 
alcor.concordia.ca, ext. 2050. 

Information about the sustain- 
ability courses offered by Cole and 
Guerin is on the Continuing edu- 
cation web site, 
sarno.concordia.ca/conted/ 





Residence rooms on the increase 


KAREN HERLAND 





This year, Concordia students 
seeking residence space vied for 
215 beds. Some of those spots are 
in the Jesuit Residence at the 
northwest corner of the Loyola 
campus, and in the Grey Nuns 
building downtown. 

But even a 50-per-cent increase 
in available spaces opver last year 
barely accommodated half of the 
applications received. 

Peter Bolla, responsible for 
facilities management, antici- 
pates that 1,300 beds will be avail- 
able by 2010. In a recent interview, 
he outlined the integration of sev- 
eral new residences over the next 
few years. 

Currently, the Grey Nuns 
Mother House houses two dozen 
female students. The residence is 
managed by Diane Raymond on 
behalf of the Grey Nuns. She said 
that the large rooms are occupied 
by women from Hong Kong and 
Italy, as well as other parts of 
Quebec. 

Next year, three floors in one 


wing of the building will become 
coveted downtown residence 
space managed by Concordia. The 
residence will operate for several 
years, “while the building remains 
in a holding pattern until funds 
are secured to convert it to aca- 
demic use; Bolla said. 

Meanwhile, the Jesuit Residence 
has been vacated and renovated 
for its new role as student hous- 
ing. Each student gets a large pri- 
vate room and bath, along with 
access to a communal kitchen. 

Concordia is making a decision 
on tenders put out last spring for a 
private company willing to pro- 
vide a downtown residence. The 
proposal requested 500 beds with- 
in 10 minutes of the Sir George 
campus. Bolla expects the project 
to be up and running within two 
to three years. 

Finally, Concordia is one of 
seven universities involved in the 
Cité Universitaire International de 
Montréal. In 2005, one third of all 
international students in the 
country were living in Montreal. 
Concordia will have 400 of the 


proposed 2,300 beds in the proj- 
ect. The proportion is based on 
enrolment statistics. Bolla expects 
that project to be occupied by 
2010. 

Bolla would like to see 


‘Concordia hit an eventual target 


of 1,600 available beds. “We'll add 
beds by steps to make sure that 
the demand is there’ 

Currently, there is no lack of 
demand. Melanie Drew, director 
of Health Services has been 
responsible for the residence pro- 
gram since 2001. She said there 
were 500 applications for student 
housing this year. But students are 
told that there are currently very 
few beds available. _ 

“We try to be as honest as we 
can; Drew said. Spaces are initial- 
ly offered through a lottery system 
to first-year, full-time students 
who live more that 50 km away. 
These stringent criteria discour- 
age thousands of students starting 
out each year from applying. 

It may also mask what the 
demand for student housing at 
Concordia really is, especially 





The new Jesuit Residence is home to its first 50 students this year. Each 
student has access to common rooms on the top floor. 


since other universities are in a 
position to guarantee housing to 
first-year students. 

Giuliana Panetta is manager of 


residence life. She said that half of 
each year's residents tend to be 
international students; the other 
half come from out of province. 
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Gerardo Sierra wanders from Mexico to the streets 


KAREN HERLAND 


The University of the Streets Café 
left the lattés behind and fin- 
ished off the year with four 
Walking held 
around Montreal. 

Taking the program onto the 
pavement was an idea that ger- 
minated last year in a conversa- 
tion between the program's then 
coordinator Eric Abitbol and 
Gerardo Sierra. 

Abitbol handed the program 
(part of the Institute in 
Management and Community 
Development) to Sierra over the 
summer. “I want to continue 
exploring the idea of keeping the 
University of the Streets, without 
the ‘café:” Sierra hopes to devel- 
op other ways to make ivory 
tower walls more permeable. 

Sierra came to Canada from 
Mexico four years ago. There, he 


Conversations 


“It was a real opportunity for 
people to learn from one anoth- 
er. There was always someone 
who had the answer.” Since com- 
ing here, Sierra has earned an 
MA in Human Systems Inter- 
vention through the Applied 
Social Sciences Department. 

Sierra, like all the moderators 
who organize events over the aca- 
demic year, is a volunteer. “I am 
impressed by the time, ideas and 
energy dozens of community 
members have been willing to 
invest in the program's develop- 
ment?” 

The Institute offers office 
space and a phone to support 
the initiative. 

Plans are already well under- 
way for this term's events. At 5:30 
pm on Sept. 14, a discussion on 
rooftop gardens (which both 
produce food and conserve 
building energy) will take place 


worked in a business college and at the garden located at 4750 
developed a program that  Henri-Julien. In case of rain, the 
brought small entrepreneurs discussion will be held at 


together in thematic discussions. 
Attendance ranged from 60 to 350 
people at the monthly meetings. 


Santropol Roulant, 4050 Saint 
Urbain. Other events are listed at 
univeafe.concordia.ca 
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University of the Streets Café coordinator Gerardo Sierra is seen during “Graff & Public Art: Citizen 
Explorations in the City,” one of four walking tours organized by the program in August. 





Students explore their heritage in Greece 


Lefteris (Terry) Vouyoukas knew 
there was nothing new about 
cheating in sports when he saw 


Identity, was organized by a 
research centre at Yale 
University. 


If you can't get to Greece, you 
can still attend the Hellenic 
Studies Lecture Series, whose 


the Wall of Dishonour at The Kokklis Foundation will theme this year is Mass Media: 
Olympia, site of the ancient continue to collaborate with Roles, Power and Responsibili- 
Olympic Games. Concordia’ Hellenic Studies _ ties. 

Vouyoukas, an Exercise Unit, and will offer two more It starts Jan. 19, 2007, when 


Science student, and Dimitris 
Lianoudakis, from the Depart- 
ment of Applied Mathematics, 
spent part of the summer in the 
land of their ancestors thanks to 
scholarships from the Kokklis 


scholarships next year to stu- 
dents of Greek descent to attend 
seminars in Olympia. 

Two other awards of $1,000 
each are being offered to stu- 
dents taking courses in the 


Yiannis Petsilas, of the Greek 
Embassy in Canada, Journalism 
professor Ross Perigoe and other 
guests discuss the role of the 
North American media. 

More information will be post- 


Foundation of Greece via Greek Cluster: the C.P_ ed closer to that date in the 
Concordia’s Hellenic Studies Kouvertaris Bursary and the P. Journal's online listings at cjour- 
Unit. Arnopoulos Scholarship. nal.concordia.ca . 


“I don’t have much family in 
Greece, so I don’t go very often. 
This was a great opportunity to 
visit the country, Vouyoukas 
said. 

As well as touring the rich 
archaeological sites of the 
region, the students attended 
two-week seminars given by vis- 
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Photography graduate Viktoria Sorochinski (above) had her work chosen 
for the annual Concordia University Alumni Association purchase at this 9 Nikos Metallinos, from the 
summer's fourth annual Graduating Students’ Exhibition. The showopen- Department of Communication 
ing was hosted at the VAV Gallery by the alumni association's Fine Arts Studies. 


iting professors, among them 


Chapter. Now that she has completed her BFA, Sorochinski is embarking 
on the Master's of Fine Arts program at New York University's Steinhardt 
‘School of Ec ee adc ae 
ities ofa mot her-dat 


One seminar, organized with 
Duke University Centre for 
Communications and Journal- 
ism, was on the challenges posed 
by media technology. The other, 
called War, Conflicts and 
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Professor Nikos Metallinos and student Dimitris (Jim) Lianoudakis at the 
Acropolis. 
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Romeo Dallaire named Senior Fellow 
Rally for Darfur slated for Sunday 


Senator Roméo Dallaire will 
become a working partner of the 
Concordia-based Montreal 
Institute for Genocide and 
Human Rights Studies (MIGS), 
under the leadership of history 
professor Frank Chalk. 

Dallaire is now working for the 
United Nations Advisory Office 
on the Prevention of Genocide, 
and in that role, he will make use 
of the scholarship of MIGS and 
occupy an office at Concordia. 
He will have as his research assis- 
tant Major Brent Beardsley, who 
was with him on the ill-fated UN 
mission to Rwanda in 1994. 

In return, Sen. Dallaire will 
give public lectures and share his 
vast expertise in the field with 
Concordia students. 

At a press conference on Sept. 
8, Dallaire issued a passionate 
call for increased involvement by 
Canada and the UN in the belea- 
guered Darfur region of Sudan, 
where three million non-Arab 
Sudanese citizens live in fear and 
abject poverty. 

The Eurocentric approach to 
geopolitics has given way to the 
need for diplomacy in unexpect- 
ed places where “extremism has 
pushed into the realm of the 
unthinkable” such as rape and 





From the left, Major Brent Beardsley, Dr. Frank Chalk and The Hon. Roméo Dallaire 


the use of child soldiers. 

“I felt we needed not just to 
react, but to move the yard- 
sticks,” Dallaire continued. “We 
need to know what's going on; we 


need information plus the disci- 
pline of academic thought” 
Dallaire has two missions: to 
provide MIGS with expert assis- 
tance about genocide studies in 


his work with the United Nations 
Advisory Committee on 
Genocide Prevention, and to 
share his knowledge and experi- 
ence combating genocide with 
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Concordia and the public. 

MIGS was founded by Chalk, a 
history professor, and Kurt 
Jonassohn, now retired from 
teaching sociology. Their book 
The History and Sociology of 
Genocide: Analyses and Case 
Studies (Yale University Press, 
1990) is still in print and serves 
as one of the leading textbooks in 
the field. In 2005-06, MIGS organ- 
ized conferences at Concordia 
on Democratic Discourse in a 
Multicultural Society and 
Canada and the Darfur Crisis. 

Chalk talked at the press con- 
ference about his recent study of 
the tightly controlled Sudanese 
media, largely radio, which pres- 
ents urgent visits by United 
Nations and US. officials as con- 
gratulatory. In fact, he said, the 
Sudanese government is giving 
its citizens the impression there 
is a “Western colonial Zionist- 
Masonic” conspiracy against 
them. 

Concordia will sponsor a rally 
to support the Darfurians this 
Sunday at 2 pm, starting at the 
green space at Guy St. and de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
Participants are asked to wear 
blue hats like the blue helmets of 
UN forces. 


Students’ work displayed between sea and stars at Old Port exhibit 





The first edition of the 
International Festival Expo Art - 
Montreal 2006, held over three 
days in August, was attended by 
hundreds of people looking to find 
the latest art by the hottest 
emerging artists. 

Stalls set up along the Jacques- 
Cartier Pier at the Old Port 
displayed paintings, sculptures 
and photographs from as far away 
as Africa. 

Sarah Butler, a recent 
anthropology student and now 
graduate student in fine arts, is 
interested in contrast. One of her 
works was divided evenly between 
two different black and white 
photographs. For her, Expo Art 
was a rewarding opportunity to 
gain exposure, make sales, and 
meet other ambitious students. 

Expo Art is intended to become 
an annual festival of international 
arts and culture. 

Eric ST-PIERRE 
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Most students say Concordia their first choice 


KAREN HERLAND 


As bookstore and shuttle bus line- 
ups extend exponentially, it’s evi- 
dent that we're back to school. But 
what brings students to 
Concordia? 

The university’s Institutional 
Planning Office has initiated a 
series of surveys to collect data 
that will answer that and many 
other questions. 

Brad Tucker, as Director of 
Institutional Planning, translates 
that raw data into information 
that will which will help us build 
on our strengths and identify areas 
that need attention. 

Results from a preliminary sam- 
ple of 3,800 students completed 
last spring revealed that 71 per 
cent had picked Concordia as their 
first choice. “This may be surpris- 
ing to some,’ Tucker said. 

Although most of the data from 
the reputational survey the univer- 
sity commissioned has yet to be 
coded, Tucker looked at prelimi- 
nary trends as evidenced by 500 of 
the respondents’ responses when 
asked why they came to 
Concordia. “This is where the fun 
starts for me. I love the analysis’ 

The coding process is arduous, 
especially when those surveyed 


were not asked to choose from a 
handful of responses, but instead 
answered an open-ended ques- 
tion. Tucker has to sort those 
answers into coherent patterns. 

For instance, 29 per cent of the 
sub-sample Tucker looked at men- 
tioned a particular program of 
study. Another 9.2 per cent said 
that it was a faculty or school that 
caught their attention. It would 
appear that nearly 40 per cent of 
students were attracted by a par- 
ticular area of study offered at 
Concordia. 

“The literature suggests that stu- 
dents select universities based on 
their interests; their choice of pro- 
gram will reflect that; Tucker said. 

A number of students in this ini- 
tial sample also pointed to loca- 
tion, location, location as a decid- 
ing factor. But the results are less 
clear than at first glance. 

Just over eight per cent of the 
sample chose Concordia because 
they were attracted to Montreal as 
a city. Another 8.4 per cent were 
also interested in Montreal, but 
because of convenience, either 
because they already lived here, or 
knew people who did. 

Finally, 6.8 per cent picked 
Concordia because it is an English 
university in a bilingual city. For 


some, that meant continuing to 
study in their own language; for 
others, they were attracted by the 
opportunity to improve their 
English. 

An entirely anecdotal survey of 
new students waiting for their ID 
cards reinforces these results. 
Several students had registered 
because of a particular depart- 
ment. Journalism and Political 
Science were mentioned more 
than once, with the John Molson 
School of Business and Engin- 
eering also popular. 

Similar reports came from dis- 
cussions with a handful of new stu- 
dents in the International 
Students Office. Many said they 
found Concordia on the Internet 
when looking for particular pro- 
grams. 

Some came to Montreal because 
it was bilingual. That was why 
Jeanne Dorelli came from France 
to study film at the Université de 
Montréal three years ago. But the 
city itself changed her. 

“I decided to learn English and 
realized I wanted to study political 
science. I picked Concordia over 
McGill because of its image? 

Tucker said that the initial 
responses he has sifted through 
bear that out as well. Various stu- 





New students wait for their ID cards in the Library building atrium. 


dents were attracted to Concordia 
because of its reputation, because 
it’s “not like McGill” and because 
more liberal acceptance deadlines 
make us “more approachable” 

Of course, you also can't beat 


word of mouth. Rick Toure came 
from the states to study at the 
JMSB just like his brother, who 
graduated two years ago. “Plus, the 
campus is right downtown, he 
added. 





Co-op bookstore up from the basement to serve you better 


Dawn WISEMAN 





Labour Day was exactly that for 
Larissa Dutil, co-manager of the 
Concordia Community Solidarity 
Co-op Bookstore. “Because of 
delays in bookshelf installation, we 
only started unpacking on Sunday 
and didn’t finish until 1 a.m. 
Tuesday morning, barely eight 
hours before re-opening” 

Thanks to Dean of Students 
Keith Pruden, the Co-op has new 
space — a storefront location in the 
K Annex on Bishop St. “He moved 
mountains for us,’ Dutil said. 

The new space is bright and airy, 
a vast improvement over the previ- 
ous basement location in the Hall 
Building. Not only was it hard to 
find, but “our office was six storeys 
above it, and we had to make 
copies another floor up” 

All services are now centralized 
and, despite a significant decrease 
in square footage, she and the 
bookstore staff are thrilled with the 





Concordia population. “We have 
over 900 active members, and 
more people are signing up all the 
time. We had 22 more applications 
today: 

Lifetime membership is $10 for 
individuals and $100 for groups. 
Members are entitled to discounts 
on all products. A number of 
departments and individual pro- 
fessors now order their texts 
through the Co-op. 

“We also offer an individual 
order service for students. Over the 
last three years we've managed to 


develop a sense of which texts will 
be in high demand and pre-order 
those so people don't have to wait” 

Any competition with the 
Concordia Bookstore is purely 
friendly, Dutil said. “We view our 
services as complementary to 
theirs’ 

For instance, while both sell stu- 
dents’ used books, the Co-op works 
on consignment whereas the 
Concordia Bookstore buys books 
outright. Ifa student is strapped for 
cash, the Co-op refers them to the 
Bookstore. “Sometimes it’s really 


important that people get their 
money right away, especially at the 
beginning of the school year’ 

With the closing of many local 
independent booksellers, the Co- 
op has developed a specialty in the 
areas of gender and sexuality, sus- 
tainability and progressive politics. 

“Tt happened a bit by default, but 
now were one of the few places in 
the city where you can find these 
literatures. People often say to me, 
‘I can't believe you have this!” 

It also sells art, T-shirts, zines, 
DVDs and CDs on consignment, 


“This is a community service, not 
just for members,’ explained Dutil. 
“I buy the ‘Future Revolutionary’ 
baby T for all my pregnant friends’ 

In its fourth year of operation, 
the Co-op has eight employees and 
is doing very well. “We are pretty 
much self-sufficient; said Dutil. 
Mark-up on products is low, “just 
enough to cover costs’ 

She and co-manager Cybel 
Chagnon manage extras and 
upgrades through grants. “We 
received $5,000 from Emploi- 
Québec to develop a business plan, 
and used that document to secure 
a larger grant from the Société de 
développement économique Ville 
Marie” 

The second grant will fund a 
number of expenses for the new 
space like shelves and other equip- 
ment. While finishing a move in 
September is hardly ideal, Dutil 
said her years at the co-op have 
taught her to go with the flow, “I 
love it? she said. 
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new set-up. “We have zero storage, 
but we were able to be creative 
with our floor plan and really 
worked at maximizing the space” 
Officially opened in 2002, the Co- 
op serves a growing segment of the 


The Concordia Community 
= Solidarity Co-op Bookstore is 
= located at 2150 Bishop. More infor- 
mation about membership and 
services can be found on the web 
site, www.co-opbookstore.ca/ 
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Larissa Dutil kicks back in the Co-op bookstore’s new storefront location. 


CSU Prez feels the 
heat and the sun 


ALLISON MARTENS 


Concordia Student Union (CSU) 
President Khaleed Juma and his 
seven-member executive were 
propelled to office following last 
March's election by the highest 
voter turnout in the Union's histo- 
ry. The third-year Economics 
major knows that this doesn’t set 
him up for an easy ride, but rather 
a stint in the hot seat. 

“There's a lot of people watching 
us, so this year our job is to get as 
many things done as we can. It's 
our goal to make sure students 
continue to be part of their univer- 
sity, he said. 

“I don’t want people to walk 
away with just a piece of paper in 
their hand: I want them to walk 
away with an experience’ 

The Toronto-born and London 
(England)-raised Juma said his 
Experience slate plans to fight pro- 
posed tuition increases, move for- 


ward with plans for a student cen- 
tre and create a document to pro- 
vide counsel to future executives 
about standard procedures, such 
as website maintenance. 

Similarly, they will continue 
previous plans, like transforming 
the Hive at Loyola into a sports 
bar. They also vow to fight the 
administration's proposal to move 
student activities from the Hall 
Mezzanine to another location, 
and lobby for amendments to the 
Academic Code of Conduct. 

“Right now, if you appear before 
a tribunal and have two strikes [ for 
offences like plagiarism], you're 
out. We believe people shouldn't 
have their futures torn away from 
them for that, but instead could 
pay or do volunteer work. Giving 
people that extra chance is some- 
thing that were looking at’ 

Over the summer, Juma has 
helped to assemble the country’s 
largest orientation party, Carnaval, 


which wraps Sept. 14. The 10-day 
phenomenon féted Concordia’s 
cultural diversity with theme days 
ranging from “Easter Infusion” to 
“Wild West? and featured per- 
formances by hip hop virtuoso 
Wyclef Jean, Canadian chart-top- 
pers Mobile and Zuruba, a “65-per- 
son ensemble with violinists, 
dancers and flame throwers.’ 

The CSU wields a budget of 
nearly $1.5 million. With the 
“expansion of the CSU financial 
realm” whereby affiliates like the 
CSU Advocacy Centre now receive 
student-mandated funding, Juma 
added that “we're working to make 
sure that there are as many checks 
and balances as possible to ensure 
transparency: 

Though his nearly $20,000-per- 
year salary is pegged to a 25-hour 
workweek, he's been putting in 60 
to 70 plus. That means his book 
collection (he owns some 900 titles 
and is fascinated by the history of 
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CSU President Khaleed Juma (right) flipped burgers while taking care of 
business during the Orientation BBQ on the terrace behind the Hall 
Building. Good thing he had some other volunteers to help out. 


the petroleum industry) and gour- 
met French cooking (he is a 
trained chef) have been put on the 
back shelf for now, but he said that 
for students, it’s worth it. 

“My motivation was once to get 
out there and to make this pro- 
found difference. Now, I've also 
realized the importance of inform- 


ing students about the education 
we will use for the rest of our lives; 
he said. 

“These are some of the best 
years, and the ability to 
encounter challenges presented 
during our time at university 
presents an incredible opportu- 
nity for growth’ 


GSA executive is an engineering slate committed to all grad students 





New GSA President Molham Chikhalsouk found time to visit the Taj Mahal 
after completing a two-month program at the Indian Institute of 
Technology in Chennai this summer. The program combined intense aca- 
demic work with the opportunity to exchange with local students. 
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KAREN HERLAND 





Sometimes if you want something 
done right, you have to do it your- 
self. 

When Molham Chikhalsouk and 
his fellow engineering students 
were frustrated by some of the 
speed bumps during the faculty's 
move into the EV Building, he got 
some people together to approach 
Dean Nabil Esmail to try to ease 
the transition. 

“The Dean asked who our repre- 
sentatives were, and that was when 
I realized that we had no idea 
where to go when we had a prob- 
lem as grad students; said 
Chikhalsouk, who is completing a 
PhD in mechanical engineering. 

The answer is the GSA 
(Graduate Student Association). 
Now, Chikhalsouk finds himself 

the first engineer elected as presi- 
dent of the GSA in about a decade. 
He and a slate of four other engi- 
neers occupy the executive posi- 
tions in the GSA. 

GSA council maintains propor- 
tional representation from all four 
faculties and Chikhalsouk pledged 
to represent all graduate students, 
regardless of their field of study. 

“We want to be accessible and 
serve all students. Our goal is to 
defend students’ rights and go to 
the administration on their behalf? 


The first few days back at school 
were occupied organizing the GSA 
orientation day on Sept. 8. 
Students were offered an opportu- 
nity to mingle while learning sur- 
vival tips on everything from grad- 
uate-level writing and research to 
funding opportunities. 

Chikhalsouk had met CSU presi- 
dent Khaleed Juma last May at a 
Canadian Federation of Students 
conference when they were both 
new to their respective posts. They 
agreed in principle to work togeth- 
er for the university as a whole, and 
to organize at least one common 
event at some point. 

There has not been much time 
to follow up on that commitment 
since last spring, partly because 
Chikhalsouk spent eight weeks at 
the Indian Institute of Technology 
on an exchange program with 
seven other students. The campus, 
in the middle of a wildlife reserve, 
offered a number of opportunities 
for reflection and interaction with 
local students. 

Both associations were also 
caught off guard by the administra- 
tion’s decision to change the voca- 
tion of the Hall Building 
Mezzanine. A statement on the 
GSA web site aligns them with the 
CSU in maintaining space for stu- 
dents to have fairs and exhibitions. 

Chikhalsouk left his home in 


Syria three years ago. “I was an 
activist in Syria, a representative of 
the engineering school in the 
Damascus University student 
union” 

He immigrated to Toronto and 
heard about Concordia’s program 
through a friend. “It’s a good 
school, the faculty members are 
up-to-date with research and I was 
convinced I would get a good edu- 
cation” 

Improving the quality of grad 
students’ academic experience is a 
priority for Chikhalsouk, and he 
hopes to work with the administra- 
tion toward that goal. He is also 
planning a website where grad stu- 
dents can post their CVs. He hopes 
that professors will promote the 
program and encourage business 
leaders to look at Concordia grads 
and near-grads as_ potential 
employees. 

He also wants to ensure that our 
graduates remain competitive, 
with access to up-to-date software 
and resources. 

Chikhalsouk would also like the 
GSA to celebrate Concordia’s 
diverse community. “We are all 
under the Concordia umbrella, but 
it’s an umbrella with many differ- 
ent colours’ 

For more information on the 
GSA and its activities, please go to 
gsa.concordia.ca 
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Student docs, shorts win awards 


ALLISON MARTENS 
Concordia filmmakers stole the 
show at the 37th Canadian 
Student Film Festival, reeling in 
four of six awards at a ceremony 
at Complexe Desjardins on Aug. 
30. 

Held concurrently with the 
Montreal World Film Festival that 
wrapped on Sept. 4, this year’s edi- 
tion contained 54 selections from 
16 schools across Canada, more 
than 21 of which came from stu- 
dents at  Concordia’s Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
and Department of Communi- 
cation Studies. 

Third-year Cinema students 
Jeanne Pope and Zoé Mapp 





received one of the night's two 
main prizes, the Kodak Imaging 
Award - which includes an all- 
expenses paid trip to the 2007 
Cannes Film Festival - for their 
film about Montreal's legendary 
deli, The Main. 

“When they announced the 
winner, I nearly fell on the floor” 
said Pope, who juggles filmmak- 
ing with being a single mother 
and a massage therapist. 

The Birth of Smoked Meat was 
the result of teamwork, she 
emphasized, and would not have 
happened without cinematogra- 
pher Glauco Bermudez. 

Pope's first film, Where's Stanley? 
documented the life of the late 
Montreal sculptor Stanley Lewis. 
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The St. Laurent landmark Cinema L'Amour was the subject of Aaron 
Hancox’s first place winning documentary. 
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She also credits him as the inspira- 
tion behind Smoked Meat and an 
upcoming film about L. Berson 
and Sons, the headstone carvers of 
St. Lawrence Blvd. His atelier had 
been in the same building. 

“He always said to us, “You've got 
to do this film! It’s going to be 
archival! He was the concert 
behind them both. That was all in 
my head when we received the 
award: wishing he had been there 
to see this’ 

Perhaps no one was as shocked 
as the winner for Best 
Documentary, Aaron Hancox. Due 
to losing a cell phone the night 
before, he didn't learn he had won 
for his documentary about 
Montreal XXX mainstay Cinéma 
LAmour until it was publicly 
announced. 

“I thought to myself, “Thank 
God I’m not winning an award, 
because Id hate to give a speech 
right now. And sure enough I got 
called up,’ he laughed. “I was 
humbled because I had seen a lot 
of the documentaries I was com- 
peting against, and was really 
impressed.” 

The fourth-year Communi- 
cations Studies student said that 
no theatre clients were shown, 
leaving everything to the viewer's 
imagination. “I wanted to show it 
as a cultural institution on the 
verge of extinction,’ he explained. 





Will Robinson is frustrated by a slow buzzer as a member of Marianopolis's 
Reach For The Top team in Luke Quin's Quiz Kids documentary. 


“But it’s also strange place with 
a strange subculture, so there's 
definitely an inherent humour 
involved’ 

Also winners are David Ferron, 
who took Best Experimental 
Production for Matiére Grise, and 
Myriam Magassouba, who won in 
the Best Fiction category for Déje- 
uner du _ matin. Malcolm 
Sutherland picked up a special 
mention for his work that com- 


bines film with whimsical anima- 
tion, Birdcalls. 

Cinema Chair Richard Kerr said 
he views festival wins as indicative 
of future success, but that any 
credit given is due only to the stu- 
dents for their robust showing. 

“It's their intellectual property 
which just happened to be made 
in our classrooms, he said. “This 
is their success. I'm just glad they 
came here.’ 





Irish chat by the Adriatic 


STEVEN McLEoD 


The great Irish writer James Joyce 
had complicated feelings about 
his homeland, and lived most of 
his life in Trieste, Italy. On June 25, 
Joyce enthusiasts of all ages from 
all over the world converged on 
Trieste to take part in the 10th 
Annual Trieste Joyce School. 

Lectures were given at the 
Museo Revoltella, _‘Trieste’s 
Modern Art Museum. They var- 
ied in theme from Eric Bulson on 
Dublin's geography as it is treated 
in Joyce's works to complimenta- 
ry presentations by Luca Crispi, 
Stacey Herbert and Dirk Van 
Hulle on the “genetic” approach 
to Joyce. 

Crispi and Van Hulle held 
workshops throughout the week 
in literary genetics, the study of a 
work's conception through a 
close look at its manuscripts and 
editions. Afternoon seminars 
were held on Joyce's Dubliners, 
Ulysses, and Finnegan's Wake. 

The week was not exclusively 


spent in auditoriums and lecture 
halls, however. We sampled the 
sights and foods of the culturally 
rich port city, eating freshly baked 
pizzas and decadent pastas in 
charming restaurants. One night, 
we travelled to Italy’s northern 
border to Milic, an osmiza, or tra- 
ditional Slovenian restaurant. 
Afterwards we sat outside and 
enjoyed the cool evening in the 
northern Italian mountains. 

The evenings spent singing in 
dimly lit pubs were the most 
memorable. Vinh Nguyen, 
Vietnamese translator of Joyce's 
Portrait, treated us to ballads in 
his mother tongue. Ron Ewart, 
who led the seminars on Joyce's 
Finnegan's Wake, offered us a jolly 
rendition of the Irish favourite 
“Molly Malone’ But the star of the 
show was undoubtedly John 
McCourt, whose booming tenor 
filled the pub with “Finnegan's 
Wake” and “Love's Old Sweet 
Song,’ two of Joyce's favourites. 
McCourt and Antonio Bibbo, a 
master’s student from Naples, 


performed a duet of “O Solo Mio” 
which received loud applause. 

Later in the week, as the sun set 
on the Adriatic and the sky 
turned a deeper blue, we sat on a 
covered waterside terrace, ate 
fruit and listened to the poetry of 
Eamon Grennan. Whether about 
his own poetry or that of celebrat- 
ed Italian poets, Grennan was 
eager to talk with us younger lit- 
erary scholars and to learn about 
our academic and artistic ambi- 
tions. 

John McCourt and Renzo S. 
Crivelli, directors of the Trieste 
Joyce School, have created a 
delightful summer program, a 
chance for Joyce scholars of all 
levels to come together in a casu- 
al but impassioned environment. 
By the end of the six days, 81 peo- 
ple from countries all over the 
world had become dear friends. 

It is a week I will never forget 
and an experience I hope to 
repeat at next year's Trieste Joyce 
School, which promises to be just 
as exciting. 
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Steven McLeod, who went to Italy on a Canadian Irish Studies 
scholarship, poses with a statue of James Joyce on a street in Trieste. 
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Let your fingers do the shopping 


- BARBARA BLACK | 

The Digital Store opened for 
business Aug. 31 in partnership 
with a private print provider 
called X-Nex. 

Manager Lina Lipscombe says 
that by leveraging their expert- 
ise, knowledge and the latest 
technology, the Digital Store can 
provide a broader range of serv- 
ices at generally lower prices. 

She explained that these days, 
when it comes to printing and 
presentations, clients have high 
standards. Instead of investing 
heavily in the equipment to meet 
those expectations, Concordia 
struck up a partnership with X- 
Nex, who will provide specialized 
printing solutions. 

There are two storefronts, one 
in the Loyola Campus CC build- 
ing and the other at the Mackay 


St. entrance of the library com- 
plex. The staff, including some 
former employees of the Print 
and Copy Centre, are keen to 
help, whether it’s online, on the 
phone or in the flesh. 

“It’s not that we don’t want to 
see you, but you really don’t have 
to visit us in person, Lipscombe 
said with a smile. 

Costs are being kept as low as 
possible, and by encouraging 
clients to place their orders 
online, the Digital Store is going 
to give fast service: “between 24 
and 48 hours’ turnaround” 

The services offered range 
from copying, personalized mail, 
mounted posters, business cards, 
large format printing, offset and 
digital printing, to scanning and 
fax services and much more. X- 
Nex will even make signs like the 
ones in the windows of the 


Digital Stores. They stick to the 
glass with little suction cups. The 
Digital Store has also relocated 
many self-serve copiers to the 
academic labs, allowing students 
to print course notes and assign- 
ments through the websites and 
the Moodle program. 

The Digital Store has only 
been in operation a couple of 
weeks and the website hasn't 
been fully developed, but it’s 
functional. Students and faculty 
are the core clientele, but 
Lipscombe expects to develop a 
market among alumni and the 
wider community. 

You can expect to see more 
detailed brochures from the 
Digital Store as new services and 
products come on line. The web- 
site is at digitalstore.concordia.ca, 
and you can reach the staff at 
digitalstore@concordia.ca 


Antiquarian Book Fair: a feast for bibliophiles 


The Montreal Antiquarian Book 
Fair has become a Concordia 
affair. The 23rd annual edition 


takes place Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 in 
the LB atrium. 
Organizer Adrian _ King- 


Edwards, told The Journal, “This 
is our 11th year in the atrium. It 
is a spectacular space, and 
access through the loading dock 
is very smooth” 

The fair is now Canada’s 
largest and most important 
regional book fair. King-Edwards 
said the booksellers are keen to 
show their appreciation to the 
university. 

“We are offering Concordia stu- 
dents admission to the fair for 
$1, and we are giving the food 
bank a $500 cheque. We are 


open to any other ideas of ways 
we can give back to the commu- 
nity.” 

The fair, mounted by the 
Quebec Association of Anti- 
quarian Book Dealers (Confrérie 
de la Librairie Ancienne du 
Québec), now attracts interna- 
tionally recognized dealers. 

There will be about 10,000 col- 
lectible books at this year’s fair, 
ranging from $25 to $25,000. 
They will be primarily in English 
and French, but there will also be 
books in other languages. 

“This year there will be art 
books, books on antiques, books 
on books, Canadiana, children’s 
books, cookbooks, literature, 
military history, Montreal histo- 
ry, books on music, natural his- 


tory, oriental carpets, history of 
medicine, signed first editions, 
illustrated books, fine bindings 
and maps. 

“High points include a Bible in 
Latin from 1593, Alexander 
Mackenzie's Voyages from Mon- 
treal, 1801, several documents 
signed by Queen Victoria, a first 
edition of James Joyce's Ulysses, 
published in London, an early 
edition of Darwin's Voyage of the 
Beagle, 1860, a signed first edition 
of George Bernard Shaw's The 
Intelligent Women’s Guide to 
Socialism and Capitalism, as well 
as (my favourite) a signed limit- 
ed first edition of A House at Pooh 
Corner.” 

Go to news.concordia.ca for 
details on hours and admission. 
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Historian goes public 


In conjunction with the opening of a new undergraduate 
honours program in public history, Roy Rosenzweig, of 
George Mason University, will give a public lecture on Sept. 
28 called “Towards a Democratic Digital Past: Prospects and 
Problems” at 7 p.m. in Room H-762 of the Hall Building. 

Public history considers the connection between history 
and the larger public, and Rosenzweig is tops in his field. 
Students in the program learn how to curate historical 
exhibits, interpret historical sites, present history on the 
web, and collect oral testimony about the past from ordinary 
people. For more on the program, go to publichistory.con- 
cordia.ca. 


Irish author reads 


Novelist Patrick McCabe, author of two Booker-nominated 
novels that became Neil Jordan movies (The Butcher Boy and 
Breakfast on Pluto) will read from his work on Friday, Sept. 
15, in the De Séve Cinema, at 7:30 p.m. 

McCabe's latest novel is Winterwood. His appearance is 
jointly sponsored by the creative writing program in the 
Department of English and the Centre for Canadian Irish 
Studies. 


Used Book Sale 


The 10th Annual Concordia Used Book Fair will be held 
Monday, Sept. 25, and Tuesday, Sept. 26, in the Atrium of the 
Library Building, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. All proceeds go to 
Multi-Faith Chaplaincy’s Student Emergency Food Fund and 
a Concordia scholarship. There will be something for every- 
one, from textbooks to mysteries to cookbooks. Great bar- 
gains for a great cause! 


Writers front and centre 


Reading Writers Reading: Canadian Authors’ Reflections (U of 
Alberta Press), by Danielle Schaub, will be launched Sept 28 
at 7 at Paragraphe Bookstore, 2220 McGill College Ave. 
Norman Ravvin, chair of the Concordia Institute for 
Canadian Jewish Studies, contributed to the book and will 
speak at the launch. 


Accommodations 
Bright, large room to rent in TMR, near the 165 bus. 
Furnished room with kitchen, laundry and yard access. 
Utilities (with internet) included for $380/month. Call 
Kris at 514-738-7055. 


House to share - Mont St. Hilaire. Academic who enjoys 
meditation and vegetarian lifestyle, seeks like-minded 
female professional to share spacious house in Mont St. 
Hilaire. Available room has private bathroom/shower. 
$650/mo. includes utilities, Internet, cable and use of 
washer/dryer. Close to train station and Highway 20. Call 
450-467-2346, 


Garage or driveway parking available. Five minutes from 
Loyola for $50/month. Contact Carol at 514-481-9461 


Furnished condo in triplex with access to garden. 
Available January 2007. Short or long-term lease. 


Everything included. Easy parking. Near Jarry Park, 3 


Metro stations and all amenities. $965/mo. Contact Rhéal 
or Francine 450-463-0434 (home), 514-591-2422 (cell). 
Email: rheal.desjardins@sympatico.ca 


Help wanted 

MUHC resident requires part-time live-in nanny immedi- 
ately. Free housing in exchange for minimal time commit- 
ment. Includes fully furnished bedroom, private bath- 
room and much more. Primarily for assistance with 
transporting to and from daycare. Must be very responsi- 
ble and preferably own a car. Call 514-461-3285 or email 
Jhines01@hotmail.com 

Services 

Language services in French and English — proofreading, 
editing, tutoring, translation, help in thesis proposal 
preparation. Concordia grad with education background. 
Price is negotiable based on job. Call 514-245-6593 or 514- 
768-5397. Email: biancag@videotron.ca 





Meet and greet at the 
President’s barbecues 


i a.m. - 2 p.m. on the grounds of the JMSB, Guy St. and de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 


Tuesday, Sept. 26: faculty and staff of the Faculty of Arts & Science 


Wednesday, Sept. 27: faculty and staff of the Faculty of Engineering & 
Computer Science, members of the Board and Senate, the Vice-President 
Services, and Vice-President External Relations & Secretary-General areas 


Thursday, Sept. 28: faculty and staff of the JMSB and Faculty of Fine Arts, 
"School of Graduate Studies and staff of Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
‘Office of the President, Office of the Provost, Office of Vice-President 
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Journalists take to 
the road with PBS 


TRACEY LINDEMAN 


For three Concordia journalism 
students, the road to self-discov- 
ery began in Los Angeles and 
ended five weeks later in 
Montreal. 

Students Alex Redgrave and 
Michael Lasry and recent gradu- 
ate Leila Lemghalef decided to 
take the road less travelled by 
navigating a 37-foot-long RV 
through the American Midwest 
and deep South for a PBS docu- 
mentary. Their mandate was to 
interview as many inspirational 
people on camera as possible in 
little more than a month. 

“I didn’t know what I could do 
with a journalism and liberal arts 
degree, Lasry said. “In order to 
find out, we went out and asked 
people with whom we had com- 
mon interests, or people who are 
interesting and inspirational to 
us, and asked them what they 
did with their lives’ 

The RV and the two-man cam- 
era crew were provided by Road 
Trip Nation, a project initiated 
by several American students 








weighing their post-college 
career options. This year, two 
U.S. teams and one Canadian 
team were chosen to document 
their journeys. Two hours of 
each team's footage will air on a 
PBS mini-series next year. 

Redgrave was working as a 
waitress when she found out 
about Road Trip Nation, and 
called on Lasry and Lemghalef to 
assemble a last-minute applica- 
tion for which they interviewed 
Pop Montreal festival co-founder 
Dan Seligman. 

“It was a really good feeling to 
interview someone, the three of 
us, and to find more about the 
person, not about an issue, 
which is what we usually do in 
journalism,” Lasry said. 

The team flew out to Los 
Angeles in late June and encoun- 
tered the giant green RV with a 
broken shower they would call 
home for the next five weeks. 
The experience of being reduced 
to relative vagrancy was a hum- 
bling one. 

“In California, there was no 
problem [with having no shower] 


because we had the ocean. But 
the rest of it was finding empty 
hotel lots, jumping in their pools 
and then being able to sleep 
without getting caught, 
Redgrave laughed. 

But spending the summer in a 
sweltering, smelly RV was a wel- 
come change of pace for these 
journalism students. The trip 
underlined the importance of 
not jumping into careers they 
may not be all that enthusiastic 
about as a way of satisfying the 
post-university questions that 
plague most graduates. 

“[Film director] Richard 
Linklater said to us, “You should 
do something that youd rather 
do than go on vacation with your 
friends’; Lemghalef said. And 
with 500 hours of footage and 
thousands of miles of American 
highway under their belts, 
Redgrave, Lemghalef and Lasry 
now have a story to tell that goes 
beyond a line on their resumés. 

“Everybody really has some- 
thing to tell, you just have to sit 
down and actually listen? Lasry 
said. 

















Recent graduate Leila Lemghalef, Michael Lasry and Alex Redgrave (| to 
r) with a sculpture of Kinky (nicknamed because of his curly hair) 
Friedman, who's running as an independent for governor in Texas, right 
before we interviewed him in Austin. His advice to our generation: “Hold 
tight, spur hard, and let her buck.” 
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Long-awaited recreation space in EV will delight fitness addicts 





Those who appreciated the laid 
back atmosphere at the Victoria 
Gym but were discouraged by the 
outdated equipment and crum- 
bling facade of the 100 -year-old 
building are eagerly awaiting the 
unveiling of the new facility. 

“You're in for a shock royale? en- 
thused Recreation and Athletics 
Director Katie Sheahan when 


describing current and future 
plans for the fitness centre. 
Since September 5th, stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and alumni 
have been able to register for 
recreational courses and view 
the new facility under develop- 
ment. The fitness centre 
entrance is located by the metro 
exit of the EV building opposite 
the Omer de Serres art supply 
shop and the future tunnel to the 


new JMSB building on the other 
side of Guy. This initial phase 
encompasses the reception area, 
change rooms and three studios. 
Care was taken to keep within 
the same colour palette, materi- 
als and general design frame- 
work of the handsome building. 
Two of the studios will be 
shared with the Contemporary 
Dance department. However, at 
peak workout times, early morn- 


ings, noon and dinner hours, all 
three studios will be used for var- 
ious aerobics, martial arts, 
pilates and dance courses. 
Registrations are currently being 
accepted for the semester that 
will run from September 25 to 
December. Anyone can join the 
facility, but members of the 
Concordia community have pre- 
ferred rates. 

The slightly later start for this 
semester is due to the efforts to 
“minimize the disruption caused 
by the big, heavy, dusty work 
needed to get Phase II under- 
way”. This second phase will see 
an expansion of the wet facilities 
in the change rooms, meeting 
space for recreation clubs, and a 
wellness centre which will fea- 
ture a rotating series of profes- 
sionals in areas like nutrition, 
counseling, physiotherapy, physi- 
cal evaluations or whatever 
other needs may be identified by 
centre users. 

The main focus of Phase II is 
the approximately 7,000 square 
foot workout centre on the floor 


below the lounges, change 
rooms and studios already put 
together. “It’s going to be spec- 
tacular, with a huge, impressive 
staircase leading down to the 
workout area.” 

This new facility, at nearly 
seven times the available floor 
space of the Victoria Gym equiv- 
alent, will be equipped with the 
latest in weight machines, stair, 
elliptical and step machines and 
free weights. A workshop will 
also be on site in case machines 
need repair or maintenance. 

“We had to do a Debbie 
Travis,’ Sheahan said of the rush 
to get the major work out of the 
way. She hopes that inconven- 
ience will be kept to a minimum 
once classes have begun in late 
September. 

Phase II is expected to be 
operational by late November. 
For more information about 
hours of operation, course 
schedules, rates, tours and 
updates on the centre's progress, 
visit concordia.ca/recreation, or 
stop by the centre itself. 
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